
AP US Government - New Vocabulary
- as of July 5, 2013 – 

Monday, June 30

agenda

allocation of resources

anachronistic / anachronism

Areopagatica (Milton)

at large

budget deficit

classic / classical

collective decisions

context / contextual

debt / federal debt

debt ceiling

Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)

functionary

inter-dependent

"majority rule, minority rights"

original intent

polyarchy

Sequester

situational ethics

Tuesday, July 1

Alexis de Tocqueville

atrophy

determinism

equal protection

euphemism

federal apparatus

genocide

grandfather clause (“grandfathered”)

incentives

infrastructure

largess

natural monopoly

POW/MIA

process

profit incentive

public-private

self-perpetuating

social construction

stakeholder

structure

unemployment rate

urban renewal

Wednesday, July 2

barriers to entry

chauvinistic

concession

creative destruction

demagoguery

gentrification

populism

rust belt

social mobility



“As long as the connection subsists between his reason and his self-love, his opinions and his passions will have a
reciprocal influence on each other; and the former will be objects to which the latter will attach themselves”

Thursday, July 4

antebellum

Black Box 

cabal

deliberation

deliberative body

demagogue

Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)

expedient

humanism

Nuclear Football

“The” v. “These” United States

Friday, July 5

American Empire

anarchy

cognitive dissonance

concurrent powers

delegated

Electoral College

hegemony

interventionist

Monroe Doctrine

“No Hypocrites!”

standardize

swing states

underprivileged

“Unsafe at Any Speed”

Saturday, July 6

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

bankruptcy

collective bargaining

Conference Committee

diffusion

extra-constitutional

liquidity

mitigate

“passions attached to opinions”1

politicize

prescient

procedural due process

proportional representation

public weal

public scrutiny

quorum

reconcile

regulation v. direct control

sectionalism

state ownership

substantive due process

threshold

vote of conscience

Wed July 10

“Ameicans”

ad hominem



“As long as the connection subsists between his reason and his self-love, his opinions and his passions will have a
reciprocal influence on each other; and the former will be objects to which the latter will attach themselves”

burden

classical liberalism

collateral damage

contract of cohesion

exit polls

foreign entanglements

Gallup

idealism

interventionism

isolationism

James Carville

Karl Rove

Nate Silver

patronage

political base

political stability

progenitor

social media

wedge issue

welfare state

winner take all

Thursday July 11

front loading

horse race

incumbent

inherent bias (polling)

marginal

moral hazard

niche

Nielsen ratings

non-partisan

opposition research

Political Action Committee

push poll media

realclearpolitics.com

“initiative, referendum and recall”

Section 8

term limits

weighting

Friday, July 12

antitrust

asymmetrical warfare

censorship

conscription

District Attorney / D.A.

equality fo opportunity

equality of outcomes

McArthyism

originalist

protection

rational basis scrutiny

recidivism

Red Scare

Rule of Reason



“As long as the connection subsists between his reason and his self-love, his opinions and his passions will have a
reciprocal influence on each other; and the former will be objects to which the latter will attach themselves”

strict scrutiny

Takings Clause

third estate

Saturday, July 13

burden

“cert”

contempt of court

defendant

equity

extradite

Franchise, the

Friend of the Court brief

harm

jurisdiction

liability

pardon

peaceful transfer of power

plea bargain

release valves

Senatorial courtesy

small claims court

Solicitor General

standing

statute of limitations

technicalities

More:

arraignment 

constitutionalism

“if you want less of something, tax it”

“if you want more of something,

subsidize it; 

income inequality

legal remedy

New Nationalism

“The 99%”

Occupy movement

open society

performative

quotas / quota system

reactionary

stewardship


